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William Beltran, DVM, PhD, assistant professor of 
ophthalmology, has received a five-year, $7.9 million 
grant from the National Institutes of Health to study 
“Translational Gene Therapy for Rhodopsin Autosomal 
Dominant Retinitis Pigmentosa.” 
Nicola Mason, PhD, assistant professor of medicine 
and pathobiology, has received a two-year, $440,000 
grant from the National Institutes of Health to study 
“Identification of a Naturally Occurring Model for EBV-
associated Lymphomagenesis.”
Charles Vite, DVM, PhD, assistant professor 
of neurology and neurosurgery, has received a 
$310,086 grant from the Mayo Clinic Rochester 
to study “Neurophysiologically Based Responsive 
Pharmacotherapy for Epilepsy.”
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Penn Vet’s Veterinary Clinical Investigations 
Center is currently recruiting dogs and 
cats for a number of clinical studies. 
Some of these trials include:
>   A potential new treatment for canine lymphoma 
>   Studying protein-losing enteropathy/
nephropathy, Addison’s disease 
and renal disease in dogs
>  Studying weight loss in cats with cancer
>   Measuring Vitamin B12 and MMA levels 
in cats diagnosed with lymphoma
If you have a dog or a cat that may be eligible, 
or if you are a primary care veterinarian with 
a patient suffering from any of the above, 
please call 215-573-0302 or email VCIC@
vet.upenn.edu for more information. 
To see what other ongoing studies are 
available, please visit www.PennVCIC.org. 
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